

CITY OF AUBURN

CITY COUNCIL

BUSINESS MEETING in Council Chambers

FOR

May 2, 2019
Present:
Mayor :

Linda Blechinger


Council Member:
Peggy Langley-Absent




Council Member:
Bob Vogel





Council Member:
Bill Ackworth





Council Member:
Jay Riemenschneider

City Staff in Attendance:
City Administrator Alex Mitchem, Chief Hodge, Joyce Brown, Jay Miller, Josh Campbell, Michael Parks, Iris Akridge, Bel Outwater, Michelle Walker, Jack Wilson
Mayor Blechinger called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m.

Alex Mitchem gave the invocation.




Alex Mitchem led the pledge to the flag.

Council Reports and Announcements

Council Member Riemenschneider reported that he reviewed the 3rd, 4th, and 5th Grade Auburn Elementary essays for “If I Were Mayor”.  The first, second and third place winners for each grade level will be announced at the school.  
Council Member Riemenschneider announced that the 4th Grade take over will be Monday, May 6, 2019.  
Staff Reports

Copies of staff reports are located at the end of this document.  Chief Hodge announced that the City of Auburn Police Dept.’s Safe City Initiatives power-point presentation has been completed and will be presented at the next business meeting.  He also showcased the new Auburn Police Department hats, designed by PIO Sgt. Pharr.  Chief extended gratitude to Mayor, Council and Staff for their unprecedented  support in the passing of Sgt. Schotter’s son.  Chief asked for a moment of silence for the passing of Sgt. Schotter’s son.  Bel Outwater reported that Auburn Library collaborated with the Winder Library and the Statham Library to host a Silver Senior Spring Prom inviting Barrow residents ages 55 and up to attend.  Bel announced that the Library made a major staff change and that Holly has been promoted to assistant manager.  Iris Akridge reported that Ben Mooney attended the Georgia Rural Water Association Conference in Savannah and is preparing for his Class III Certification exam this month.  She also reported that the Great American Clean Up was a success with 212 residents and 27 people from other areas participating.  Iris announced that Public Works Week is May 19 – May 25 and the theme for Public Works Week 2019 is “It Starts Here”.  What she means by “It Starts Here” is infrastructure, growth and innovation, mobility, security, and healthy community.  All that she stated starts right here with Public Works.  Michael Parks reported that the OWLS visited the Georgia Aquarium on April 17th and everyone had a great time.  He announced that the ball fields are extremely busy at this time.  Auburn Youth Athletics Spring Ball continues throughout the month.  Auburn will have 8U Allstar teams playing in area tournaments.  Michael acknowledged the Public Works guys for their hard work preparing for Auburn Ever After.  Jay Miller reported that he continues to work with developers, builders, and building inspectors on various building projects in the City.  Jay announced that Auburn Ever After scheduled for Saturday depending on weather.  Alex Mitchem invited everyone out to the Auburn Ever After scheduled for Saturday depending on the weather.  Alex gave an update on the Perry Rainey Center:  now in the decorating phase.  “Thank you” to Michelle Walker for meeting the with owners of Masonic Lodge regarding donating some of the original chairs that were from the Perry Rainey Center.  Alex announced that the City will be hosting GMA Legislative Policy Committee in Auburn next week for two meetings and dinners.  On Wednesday, the GMA Board will be joining us for dinner at 6:30 pm in Whistlestop Park.  On Thursday, the GMA Board will be joining us for dinner at the Perry Rainey Center at 6:30 pm.  All Council Members and Department Heads are encouraged to attend.
The following staff reports were given: Police Department - Chief Hodge, Library - Bel Outwater, Public Works & Stormwater - Iris Akridge, Parks and Leisure - Michael Parks, Community Development Director - Jay Miller, City Clerk - Joyce Brown, Administration - Alex Mitchem 
Item:
Citizen Comments on Agenda Items
Mayor Blechinger asked for any Citizens comments for items on tonight’s agenda.  

None were given

Item:
Consent Agenda
Mayor Blechinger asked if any of the consent agenda items needed to be removed for further discussion

None were given
Mayor Blechinger asked for a motion to approve the Consent Agenda:  
       a.  April 4, 2019 – Council Business Meeting Minutes 
       b.  April 18, 2019 – Council Workshop Meeting Minutes
       c.  Older Americans Month Proclamation
       d.  Clerk’s Week Proclamation       
       e.  Perry Rainey Center Contract for Artist    

       f.   Perry Rainey Center Contract for Wedding Planner  
       g.  Zoning Map Update 
       h.  National Public Works Week Proclamation    

Council Member Vogel had questions regarding the start dates of the lease agreements and the start dates of the monthly rents for Consent Agenda Item (e.) Perry Rainey Center Contract for Artist and Consent Agenda Item (f.) the Perry Rainey Center Contract for Wedding Planner as he was not present at the Council Workshop for discussion.  He requested that the start dates of the lease agreements and the start dates of the monthly rents for both agreements be clarified before the contracts are  executed.  Council Member Vogel asked that the costs (power, water, etc.) for the three months of negotiated rent for both lease agreements be tracked so that the City would have some idea of the operating cost of the building.
Alex Mitchem stated that start dates of the lease agreements and the start dates of the monthly rents for the Perry Rainey Center Contract for Artist and the Perry Rainey Center Contract for Wedding Planner would be clarified before contracts are executed.  Alex agreed to track the costs (power, water, etc.) for the three months of negotiated rent, so that the City would have some idea of the operating cost of the building.
Motion:
Made by Council Member Ackworth to approve the Consent Agenda.  
Seconded:
By Council Member Riemenschneider.         
Mayor Blechinger asked for any discussion.   There was none.

Vote was taken with all members present voting yes.   

Citizen Comments:  Mayor Blechinger asked for any Citizens Comments.
None were given
ADJOURN:  Mayor Blechinger asked for a motion to adjourn.
Motion:  
Made by Council Member Riemenschneider to adjourn.
Seconded: 
 By Council Member Vogel. 
Vote was taken with all members present voting yes.  Meeting adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

Read and approved this ___________ Day of June 2019 
Attest:

___________________________________________________

Mayor Blechinger
MAYOR


Linda Blechinger





CITY CLERK


Joyce Brown


City Council


Peggy J. Langley


Robert L. Vogel, III


Bill Ackworth


Jay L. Riemenschneider
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